SAMPLE POLICY TO LIMIT VEHICLE IDLING

***School Districts are encouraged to revise this policy as appropriate to meet their specific needs***

School District Name:

Policy Number:

Effective Date:

Purpose: This policy seeks to reduce student and driver exposure to vehicle exhaust by limiting unnecessary idling of school buses and other vehicles to improve the health of students and others on school campus.

Rationale: Exhaust from idling school buses, delivery and personal vehicles can accumulate in and around the bus/vehicle and pose a health risk to children, drivers and the community at large. Exposure to exhaust can cause lung damage, respiratory problems and exacerbate asthma and existing allergies; long-term exposure is thought to increase the risk of lung cancer. Automobile exhaust leads to ground-level ozone formation, acid rain, and other forms of air pollution. It also releases greenhouse gases to the atmosphere, a major contributor to global climate change. Idling buses/vehicles also waste fuel and financial resources.
Applicability: This policy applies to all school buses, delivery and personal vehicles at school loading and unloading areas, on fieldtrips and at other school destinations.

Guidance for School Buses: 
1. Drivers will turn off their engines as soon as practical when arriving at loading or unloading areas in order to eliminate idling time and reduce harmful emissions. They should be started when the bus is ready to depart and there is a clear path to exit the pick up area. Exceptions include conditions that would compromise safety, such as a) extreme weather conditions or b) idling in traffic. 
a. *you may want to add specifics on outdoor temperature and length of idling time here*
2. At bus depots, warm-up idling will be limited to what the school bus manufacturers recommend (usually 3-5 minutes). Exemptions include extremely cold weather.

3. The loading zone, when feasible, will be located at least 100 feet from air intakes, doors, and windows of the school building. When this is not possible, school personnel will take steps to limit air intake during loading and unloading times.

4. The employer of the school bus driver must ensure that the bus driver upon employment is informed of the requirements of this policy. 

5. All drivers will receive a copy of this policy before the start of each school year and should acknowledge such receipt by their signature. 

Guidance for Delivery Vehicles:

6. All service delivery vehicles will turn off engines while making deliveries to school buildings. 

7. Signs will be posed at loading docks to remind drivers of the commitment to be idle-free.

8. All drivers will receive a copy of this policy before the start of each school year and should acknowledge such receipt by their signature. 

Guidance for Personal Vehicles:
9. Drivers will turn off their engines as soon as practical when arriving at loading or unloading areas in order to eliminate idling time and reduce harmful emissions. They should be started when the vehicle is ready to depart and there is a clear path to exit the pick up area. Exceptions include conditions that would compromise safety, such as a) extreme weather conditions or b) health factors where a controlled temperature is necessary. 

10. At the beginning of each new school year, parents and guardians will receive an information fact sheet on idling and health and sign a commitment to help reduce unnecessary idling.

11. Efforts will be made to reduce idling by converting the “pick-up line” of vehicles to a “pick-up lot” where parents and guardians can park and wait without the need to idle.

Guidance for the School:
12. The school district will post “idle-free” or “idle reduction zone” signs in loading and unloading areas to alert bus drivers, parents, guardians, administrators, and vendors that engines should be turned off when a vehicle is waiting or parked. *This is very crucial to the success of this policy – please include*
13. In extreme cold and warm weather, schools are encouraged to provide a space inside buildings where drivers who arrive early may wait to encourage compliance with this idle-free policy.

2

